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Isn’t it funny how quickly time passes?
At this time of year, many of us spend a
few minutes reflecting back on the past
year, thinking about our accomplishments
and the many challenges we faced.
Often, we may lament “Where does the
time go?” Such is the case with all of us
at the T2 Center.  During a recent staff
meeting I brought some old photographs
I had found to see if either Ron or Mike
could identify the group of individuals.
To my surprise, the photos were actually
of the original T2 Advisory Board. It was
during this discussion that the realization
hit – the WV T2 Center had reached a
milestone – our 20-year anniversary. With
this realization, we decided the focus
of this newsletter edition would be a
reflection and celebration of past events,
challenges, and accomplishments, as well
as charting the growth and change of the
WV T2 Center over the past 20 years.
Additionally, we decided to share with
you some of the exciting new programs
and other changes we are anticipating for
the future.

Looking back at old newsletters was
rewarding. It was great to see how the
program had begun; the Center leaders
and various program staff; workshop and
other training session topics; and several
name changes along the way. Of course,
all of us at the Center found it very
entertaining to look at old photographs,
getting several chuckles about hairstyles
and clothing from back in the day.

And while fashion has definitely changed,
the issues that roadway agencies were
struggling with are many of the very same
issues that face us today  – funding, road-
way maintenance andrepair, workzone
safety, developing a trained and highly
skilled workforce, requests from citizens
and elected officials –  the list goes on
and on. The Center has consistently
provided training, research, technical
services and support to those impacted by
surface transportation issues.

We at the Center look forward to the
future and another twenty-plus years, and
of course whatever fashion changes come
our way.

The first WV Roads Scholar graduates.

Bob Amtower presents a certificate to Lloyd
Brightwell, a WV Roads Scholar graduate.

By Kim Carr
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Country Roads and City

Streets is a quarterly

publication of the West

Virginia Transportation

Technology Transfer Center

(T2 Center). The purpose

of this newsletter is to

provide information that

is beneficial to highway

construction and

maintenance personnel.

The material and opinions

contained in this newsletter

are those of the West

Virginia Transportation

Technology Transfer

Center, and do not

necessarily reflect the views

of the Federal Highway

Administration or the

WV Department of

Transportation. Material

contained in Country Roads

and City Streets is a

combination of original and

borrowed material. Every

effort has been made to

ensure the integrity and

accuracy of this material.

However, the WV T2

Center does not assume

responsibility for any

incorrect material.

1984 • Center was established under the name of West Virginia Municipal Street
and Highway Information Program, directed by Ed Neumann.

1985 • Country Roads and City Streets newsletter unveiled.
• 1st Winter Maintenance Workshop held with over 50 attendees.

1986 • Needs survey sent to WV municipalities.
• Ancher Madison hired as the Center’s project manager.

1987 • Center staff presented a Tort Liability Seminar during the 8th annual WV
Equipment Technology-Design Exposition.

1988 • Timber Bridge Conference held to inform municipalities of the
advantages of constructing timber bridges on low-volume roads.

1989 • The Center’s name changed from the West Virginia Municipal Street
and Highway Information Program to the West Virginia Transportation
Technology Transfer Center.

1990 • Ed Neumann, program director and Ancher Madison, program manager
left the Center for other positions outside of WV.

• Ron Eck named the new Center director.

1991 • Mike Blankenship left the private sector and joined the Center as
program manager.

• September 1991 issue of Better Roads magazine cites a Country Roads
and City Streets Field Notes article (volume 2 no. 4) as an excellent
source of information on grade crossings.

1992 • Mike provided on-site technical assistance to the Town of Hartford to
review the Town’s major pothole problem. The Mayor of Hartford
reported back to the Center that based on this visit they were able to
obtain a $5000 emergency grant from the Governor’s Office to make
repairs.

1993 • The T2 Center logo created and introduced to our customers.
• WV Roads Scholar Program initiated.

1994 • 2nd Annual Region 3 Roadway Management Conference held in
Martinsburg, WV.

• First graduates from the WV Roads Scholar Program:
Oliver Stewart, Garrett Cottrell, Kenneth Rose, and James Ruff.

• Traffic Counter Loan Program initiated.

1995 • Videoconferencing technology used for the first time for the March T2

Center Advisory Board meeting.
• New workshop, Estimating Highway Work Quantities, offered.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PAST 20 YEARS
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1996 • Ron conducted a 3-day Accident Reconstruction workshop in Israel.
• Center staff updated the WVDOH Driveway Manual.
• 1st Incident Management Workshop held.

1997 • Work Zone Signing Package Program implemented.
• Ron and Mike became active members of the WV Community Design Team Program.

1998 • WV hosted the 1998 Roadway Management Conference in Morgantown, WV.
• Through the TRAC Program, Mike spoke to high school students about civil engineering.

1999 • Kim Carr joined the Center staff on February 16.
• The Country Roads and City Streets newsletter underwent a complete transformation.

2000 • Hosted a visit by two Hungarian transportation professionals, Ms. Timea Kadas and Mr. Atilla Mocsari, who
were gathering information on developing a Hungarian T2 Center.

• Community Design Team won the Governor’s Service Award.
• Center spearheaded WV Traffic Safety Conference.

2001 • City of Elkins hosted the first Walkable Communities Workshop held in WV.
• The WV T2 Center partnered with several agencies to host the BMPs for Stormwater Management and

Watershed Protection Workshop.
• Host Center for the LTAP Regions 3 and 5 regional meeting.

2002 • Richard Martin, City Manager of Oak Hill, became the first WV city manager to graduate from the WV
Roads Scholar I Program.

• WV was the host state for the 2002 Eastern Winter Road Maintenance Symposium and Equipment Expo.
• 105 participants attended a Chainsaw Safety Course and Felling Demonstration in Beckley, instructed by Tim

Ard of Forest Applications Training Inc.

2003 • Roads Scholar II Program initiated.
• WV hosted the 2003 Roadway Management Conference in Wheeling, WV.
• Mike elected to one-year term as President of the National LTAP Association.

2004 • Ron Eck appointed as a Member Emeritus of the Transportation Research Board Committee on
Low-Volume Roads.

• The Center partnered with the WVU Center for Healthy Communities and the Partnership of African
American Churches to help the residents of Institute, WV increase physical activity and make their
community more pedestrian-friendly.

• The Center was one of four LTAP Centers awarded a FHWA Safety Circuit Rider Grant for 2005.

Center staff and supporters
Ron Eck, Sandy Wotring,
Duane Blevins, Mike Blankenship,
and David Martinelli

Willy Nelson at the  LTAP
National Meeting?

Actually, it’s Alan Gesford,
formerly of the PA LTAP.

Hungarian visitors learn about
the City of Morgantown’s

anti-icing techniques.

200420001991 1997
Recipients of  first Work
 Zone Signing Packages
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WV T2 ADVISORY BOARD

Robert Amtower
WVDOT
Burlington, WV

Kevin Burgess
FHWA
Charleston, WV

Michael DeMary
Public Works Director
Fairmont, WV

Bob Gordon
Region 9 Planning and
    Development Council
Martinsburg, WV

Ed Grace
Public Works
Weirton, WV

Kathy Holtsclaw
WVDOT
Charleston, WV

Terry Hough
City Engineer &

Public Works Director
Morgantown, WV

Jack Justice
FHWA
Charleston, WV

Gary Lanham
WVDOT
Charleston, WV

Marvin Murphy
WVDOT
Clarksburg, WV

Pat Parsons
Asphalt Pavement Assoc.

of West Virginia
Charleston, WV

Buddy Shreve
Public Works Director
Philippi, WV

Donald Williams
WVDOT
Clarksburg,WV

Gary Winter
WV Governor’s Highway

Safety Program
Charleston, WV

THE ORIGINAL MEMBERS OF THE WV T2 ADVISORY BOARD

Front Row: Dave Reilly, Lyle Moulton, Howard Ralls, and Tom Arnold.
Back Row: Paul DeVore, Ron Eck, Ed Neumann, Marvin Murphy, and Tom Forrer.

At various conferences and other events, individuals often make the comment that the WV T2

Advisory Board seems to really care about and support our program. Often, we are asked the
secret. There really is no secret  – just great, talented, hardworking people who believe in our
program.

As you will see by looking at the timeline below, over half of our members have served on our
Board for over six years. We are also very fortunate to have one remaining original Advisory
Board member who is still active –  Marvin Murphy.

Marvin, we appreciate your 20 years of service to our Center and look forward to another 20!

TIMELINE OF CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS & VOLUNTEERS

1985
Marvin Murphy

1999
Terry Hough

2004
Gary Lanham

2001
Kevin Burgess

Bill Wyant

2000
Bob Gordon

Kathy Holtsclaw

1992
Bob Amtower

Jack Justice

1996
Donald Williams

Gary Winter
Mike DeMary

1998
Ed Grace

 Pat Parsons
Buddy Shreve

80�s
90�s

2000�s
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It seems as though it was only yester-
day I was asked by my supervisor,
Marvin Murphy, to attend a meeting for
a relatively young Center called WV
Transportation Technology Transfer. I
suppose he felt that my background in
teaching would be something of a plus.
Now after several years, forty pounds,
and much gray hair, it is interesting to
look back and reflect what the WV
Transportation Technology Transfer
Center means to me.

Like any organization or Center, it is
only as good as its people. This Center
has been blessed with many devoted
people. It all starts at the top with
Dr. Ron Eck. His devotion to this group
is relentless and practical. Dr. Eck has
the unique ability to balance knowledge
with real-world common sense. The
audience of the WV Transportation
Technology Transfer Center must
balance engineering practices with good
old-fashioned common know-how.
Sprinkled in between are innovative
approaches, such as using old fire trucks
as brine distributors in the winter time.

Dr. Eck’s approach to transferring
knowledge has been reflected in those
hired to supplement his leadership. I
would mention each, but I am sure I
would forget some. All give 100% to
this mission of sharing practical infor-
mation with those in need. The current
staff is experienced and knowledgeable
and who knows how many graduate
students who worked here are now
applying what they learned at the
Center in their current employment.

This Center is blessed with an active
Advisory Board that is representative of
the audience it attempts to reach.
Individuals from the private sector,
FHWA, State and local organizations
all work hard to ensure that the
approaches, available training and
services are practical and useful. The
core of this group has worked closely

REFLECTIONS BY DON WILLIAMS, T2 ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER

together with many friendships having
developed along the way. This makes
it a pleasure to meet together and give
our “two cents worth”. The Center has
always respected the Board’s comments
and makes us feel like an important part
of the team.

Although there are many benefits in
serving on and with this Center, the
greatest winner is the audience. Who is
the audience? It is everyone from the
smallest of towns without any formal
street or highway department to the
largest cities in the state. Sometimes it
is a new housing development or a
private business. It may be a fully
staffed agency or one with only a hand-
ful of staff. It is consultants, technicians,
engineers, truck drivers, maintenance
workers, snow plow operators and
everyone in between. All are involved
with the common and much-needed
goal to make our streets as safe and
functional as possible within budgets
that are often too small. Having sat in
on much of the training, it doesn’t take
long to realize the devotion of those
taking advantage of the Center and the
training it offers. Training is specifically
geared for the audience, and designed
so attendees can learn from each other.
The trainers are also willing to learn.
How one town approaches a problem
is shared with other groups, with
mutual good for all.

The workers in this audience have
something in common: they work long
hours, most are underpaid and none are

appreciated or overly compensated for
all the good they do. However, they
want to do their job as well as pos-
sible. One of the strong suits in these
groups is the ability to get the job fin-
ished with the constant challenge of  a
lack of funding. This audience has the
ability to take the lack of funding and
make reality happen; some even call
it a miracle. Streets are patched, snow
is removed, and utilities are repaired
and maintained, all within the bud-
geted dollars. Not only is the work
done, but daily these employees work
with the eccentricities of having to deal
with a public that seems to always
want and expect more. Few thanks,
lots of complaints and requests as to
who your boss is are all part of this
audience’s normal day. These men
and women are the ones who repair
utilities that break in the night, fight
snow on Christmas morning when
their children are opening gifts and
work in an environment where pre-
vailing wages are seldom the case. I
know the training of the WV Trans-
portation Technology Transfer Center
has helped this audience do their job.

In closing, I have been honored to
serve with this Center and be part of
their team. I know they are never
satisfied with today and will
always strive to work hard tomorrow
for those who need their help. The
training along with the hard work of
those they train is appreciated by this
writer and, I am sure, many others.

From the Archives:
Take a look at the guy standing
third from the left in the leather
jacket. Look familiar? It’s Don
Williams when he was a WVU
student in 1989, watching then
graduate student Barry Dickson
demonstrate a bridge deck
stressing technique.
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CENTER STAFF  &
CONTACT INFORMATION

WV Transportation
Technology Transfer Center

West Virginia University
PO Box 6103
Rm. 651 and 653-B
Morgantown, WV 26506-6103

Phone: (304) 293-3031 x 2612
Fax: (304) 293-7109
www.cemr.wvu.edu/~wvltap

STAFF

Dr. Ronald Eck, P.E.
Director
(304) 293-3031 x 2627
reck@wvu.edu

Michael Blankenship, P.E.
Program Manager
(304) 293-3031 x 2629
mblanken@wvu.edu

Kim Carr
Program Coordinator
(304) 293-3031 x 2612
kcarr@wvu.edu

Keith Bryant, E.I.
Technical Assistant
(304) 293-3031 x 2662
kbryant@mix.wvu.edu

Sandy Wotring
Administrative Assistant
(304) 293-3031 ext. 2630

Bill Wyant
Senior Volunteer
wwyant@hsc.wvu.edu

Ask any public works director, street supervisor, or traffic engineer the one question
they get most often asked by city councils and citizens, and it is likely to relate to
installing stop signs as a means to slow traffic. In looking back at past issues of
Country Roads and City Streets, I ran across the following information which was
printed in 1986. It is enlightening to see how almost twenty years later citizens view
STOP signs as the correct tool to slow traffic. Perhaps the message to us as transpor-
tation educators is that we need to be proactive and do a better job of providing
education and information to our elected officials and citizens. I also encourage you
as you read this selection to note how applicable the 1976 study still is, and think
about how your answer today would be pretty much the same.

Question:
Citizens from several residential areas have requested that 4-way STOP signs be
erected to control vehicle speeds in their neighborhoods. Do 4-way STOP signs
really control speeds? What types of information should I gather before making a
decision about this?

Answer:
STOP signs are frequently suggested by the public to reduce vehicular speeds on
local streets in residential areas. A 1976 study of vehicle speeds and STOP sign
observance in Troy, Michigan, to determine if STOP signs could reduce average
travel speeds revealed that speeds were not significantly changed from those before
signs were installed. In some instances, speeds increased slightly. In addition, stop
sign compliance was poor. The number of vehicles making full stops at stop signs
ranged from 2 to 51 percent. The number making no stop, not even a rolling stop,
ranged from 15 to 47 percent.

Traffic experts agreed that unnecessary STOP signs:

1. Cause accidents they are designed to prevent.
2. Breed contempt for other necessary stop signs.
3. Waste millions of gallons of gasoline annually.
4. Create added noise and air pollution.
5. Increase rather than decrease speed between intersections.

Proper installation and maintenance of STOP signs is important to capture driver
observance and to maintain respect for this type of control. For placing multiway
STOP control on all entrances to an intersection, the Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices gives the following reasons and criteria (warrants):

♦ As an interim measure prior to the installation of traffic signal.

♦ When an accident problem exists as indicated by a history of five or more
accidents susceptible to correction by a multiway stop.

♦ When there are minimum vehicle volumes of 500 total entering vehicles
over a period of at least eight hours per day.

♦ When the volume of traffic on the intersecting streets is approximately
equal.

Q & A - FROM COUNTRY ROADS AND CITY STREETS, 1986



Country Roads & City Streets, Vol. 19, No. 4, Winter 2004 7

Expanded Polystyrene Geofoam
(Geofoam) is a lightweight, rigid foam
plastic engineered to a unit density of
1 to 2 pounds per cubic foot thus
producing a material that is approxi-
mately 100 times lighter than most soils.
Manufactured as a lightweight molded
block, Geofoam can be easily cut to any
size or shape at the job site.

Geofoam may be used for:
· Embankment construction over soft

ground
· Protection of underground structures
· Reduction of lateral load on walls and

abutments
· Slope stability remediation

Geofoam delivers these advantages:
· Low induced stress and settlement
· Proven durability
· Material does not decay or chemically

react when placed in the ground
· Easily transported, handled, and

placed
· Can construct in poor weather
· Speed-Speed-Speed
· Can be covered to appear as a

normal slope embankment or wall
· There are no known environmental

concerns (30 years of experience)
On Tuesday, June 22, 2004, at
Quonset Point, R.I., the Rhode Island
Department of Transportation (RIDOT),
the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) Resource Center and the
University of Rhode Island Transpor-
tation and LTAP Centers co-hosted a
Showcase on Geofoam demonstrating
one of FHWA’s “Market Ready
Technologies.” To assure that this
Showcase would effectively demon-
strate Geofoam’s installation advantages
in less than ideal weather conditions, the
Showcase Development Committee

RHODE ISLAND DOT SHOWCASES QUONSET POINT EPS GEOFOAM TECHNOLOGY PROJECT

By Renee Curtis, David Page and Gib Peaslee

deliberately chose June 22, historically
a rainy day in Rhode Island.

During the morning session engineers
from the FHWA Resource Center
and Parsons Brinkerhoff Quade &
Douglas, Inc., covered the history and
provided a technical overview of
EPS Geofoam technology. RIDOT
representatives provided background
on the Showcase’s Davisville Railroad
Bridge Project No. 369 and representa-
tives from the contractor and manufac-
turer also shared real-time Geofoam
experiences.

Participants from seven states including
local agencies braved the weather for the
visit to the actual working site. This site
was selected since it illustrated how the
use of Geofoam allowed for reuse of an
existing bridge abutment and back wall,
thus saving money and time. The site,
which was 30’ tall, 40’ wide and 100’
long, was immediately adjacent to
an active rail line – another reason
for saving the existing abutment. Five
workers could safely and efficiently
construct the approach embankment
even though it was next to the rail line.

Some U.S. highway projects that have
benefited from EPS Geofoam include:

• I-93 Central Artery Project
(Big Dig), Massachusetts

• I-15 Mainline and Ramp Fill,
Utah

• Eden Prairie Swamp Project,
Minnesota

• Embankment over Peat Bog,
Indiana

• H-3 Project, Truck Escape Ramp,
constructed during rainy season,
Hawaii

• Embankment Failure Repair,
Colorado

• Route 23 Slope Failure Repair,
New York

To view the Geofoam Showcase Photo
Gallery, or for information on this
Showcase, including speaker contact
information and handout materials,
please visit: www.pdshowcase.org.

Geofoam is easily moved into place

Cutting block to size

Nearing completion - note rail line
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The WV LTAP T2 Center is excited to announce that we are one of four LTAP Centers chosen by the FHWA Office of
Safety to receive a grant for a one-year Safety Circuit Rider pilot program aimed at lowering the number of fatalities on local
roads.  This program begins on January 1, 2005.

Each year over 42,000 people die and over 3,000,000 people are injured in vehicle crashes across the country.  In West
Virginia, over 400 people die and over 25,000 people are injured each year in crashes.  The largest proportion of these
deaths and injuries occur on two-lane rural roads.  In an effort to address this safety problem, FHWA is funding LTAP
Centers in West Virginia, Kentucky, Florida, and the Northern Plains Tribal Center in North Dakota to provide training and
technical assistance on rural road safety, concentrating on fatal and injury accidents associated with roadway departures,
intersections, and pedestrians.

PROGRAM GOALS

The overall goal of this program is to have a positive impact on the number of fatalities and the fatality rate on WV
highways.  Specifically, we will strive to meet the FHWA Office of Safety goals, which include:

♦ Reduce roadway departure (run-off-the-road and head-on) fatalities by 10% by 2007

♦ Reduce intersection fatalities by 10% by 2007

♦ Reduce pedestrian fatalities by 10% by 2007

To improve roadway safety, local agencies should focus on 1) building safer roads, and 2) implementing appropriate
countermeasures for existing hazardous locations.  This Safety Circuit Rider Program will address these areas through
training, technical assistance, and funding for improvements.

HANDS-ON TRAINING

We anticipate offering hands-on training from the following topics:
Road Safety Audits Intersection Safety Accident Investigation

Accident Reconstruction Accident Data Collection and Analysis Engineering for Safety

Roadside Safety Walkable Communities Traffic Calming

Pedestrian and Bicycle Accommodation Road Safety Fundamentals

Low-Cost Safety Improvements Signs and Markings, Sign Retroreflectivity

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Specific technical assistance will include, but not be limited to:
♦ Conducting Road Safety Audits

♦ Loaning retroreflectometers and traffic counters for inspections and data collection

♦ On-site visits to assess specific safety concerns

♦ Identifying high-accident locations

♦ Help identify improvements that are realistic and cost-effective

♦ Help prioritize needed improvements

♦ Provide assistance for follow-up evaluation (analyze before and after data)

We anticipate that technical assistance will be a key component.  By providing on-site assistance, we can guide the local
agency through implementation.  Hands-on technical assistance, coupled with presentations to City Councils, has proven
to be an effective means of implementing change with our local agencies.

2005 BRINGS NEW SAFETY CIRCUIT RIDER PROGRAM TO WV!
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The West Virginia T2 Center is a
part of the nationwide Local
Technical Assistance Program
(LTAP), which is funded by the
Federal Highway Administration.
The Center also receives funding
from the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Mission:
The mission of the West Virginia
T2 Center is to foster a safe and
efficient transportation system.
The T2  Center’s mandate is to
improve the transportation
system by improving the profes-
sional skills of those involved in
highway design, construction and
maintenance, and to act as a
resource for them by keeping up-
to-date training libraries and
constantly seeking/developing
new technologies.

Overall Goal:
The Center’s overall goal is to
improve the transportation system
by focusing on professional
training, technical assistance,
and information dissemination.

To achieve this goal, the WV T2

Center does the following:

• Provides on-site training and
demonstrations

• Publishes a quarterly newsletter

• Maintains a video and
publications library

• Provides technical assistance
via  mail, telephone, fax,
email, or site visits.

FUNDING:
An additional key to successful implementation of safety recommendations is fund-
ing for improvements.  Safety is often a low-priority item with local agencies.  Since
some safety recommendations may include signing and pavement marking improve-
ments, we will work with private industry to establish a Signing and Marking Grant
Program.  The Grant Program will allow locals to purchase these materials for a
fraction of the cost (local agency must provide 20% of the cost; we will provide 80%).
We will also work with private industry to purchase retroreflectometers that will be
available on a loan basis for local agency use for sign and marking inspections.

PERFORMANCE MEASURES AND EVALUATION

The WV LTAP Center will supply an annual report to the FHWA Office of Safety
outlining the following items that contribute to the success of this program:

♦ Implemented improvements, and which agencies implemented the
identified best practice

♦ Technical site visits and results of visits

♦ Road Safety Audit reports

♦ Summary of “before period” accident experience for locals implementing
recommendations (“after period” accident experience will be evaluated
in later years)

♦ Resources used to implement best practices

♦ Statement from local agencies concerning value of implemented practices,
i.e. reduction in crash rates, severity of crashes, etc.

♦ Courses taught and topics covered, number of attendees/types of agencies
in attendance

♦ Follow-up on the utilization of training

HOW TO BECOME INVOLVED:
Mike Blankenship, WV T2 Center Program Manager, is the primary contact for this
Program. Mike will be traveling statewide as our Safety Circuit Rider. Many of you
statewide already know Mike either through technical assistance he has provided to
your community, or through training sessions you have attended. All of us at the
Center are very excited about this program and the wonderful opportunity to help
make our roadways safer.

While we will be using specific traffic data to determine high-priority areas, we
also need your input. Maybe you live in a rural area that is experiencing increased
development, and accidents are increasing. Or, maybe you are aware of areas where
pedestrian and bicycle accidents are frequently occurring. Maybe  your city has a
troublesome and dangerous intersection. Let us know. Please contact Mike
Blankenship either via phone or email at 304-293-3031 x2629 or
mblanken@wvu.edu with your suggestions or to get more information.
Throughout 2005, we will continue to solicit you for your ideas and feedback and
will keep you informed as this program continues developing.  We are very thankful
to FHWA for this grant, and are looking forward to working with all of you to try to
make our WV roadways safer.

WHAT IS A SAFETY CIRCUIT RIDER?
It’s a person who travels  providing training and

assistance on roadway, intersection, and pedestrian safety.
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Here’s an opportunity to receive on-site technical help with your road/street,
traffic or pedestrian problems.  During the week of June 7-11, 2005, Ron
Eck will be making a road trip around West Virginia visiting selected com-
munities to address specific problems.
The communities he visits will be determined by you, the customer, based

on proposals received.  From the proposals selected, Ron will map out a route to try to have the greatest
impact in the one-week period.  Proposals are being accepted on how you would like to utilize Ron during
that week.  Perhaps you’d like him to participate in a field review of an intersection where there are safety
concerns, talk to City Council about speed control in residential areas, perform a sidewalk assessment in a
neighborhood, conduct a training session, provide some ideas on traffic and parking in the business district,
or perform an operational review of traffic safety at a local school.  This is just a sample of things that could
be done during a visit.  Topics proposed should deal with traffic flow, traffic safety, parking, speed control,
pedestrians and bicycles, road surface condition and drainage.  Ron can suggest ideas, provide assessments,
conduct training sessions and educate local stakeholders.  He will not be able to develop detailed designs,
conduct formal inspections or perform other assignments of this nature.
Proposals are welcome from any West Virginia municipality or other local government unit (and related
organizations such as public service districts), homeowners associations, and other nonprofit/civic organiza-
tions.  Contact Ron if you have questions about an organization’s eligibility for the program.  In order to
maximize the tech assistance opportunities provided in one week, proposed activities should be no more
than one-half day in length, e.g., a 4-hour workshop.  If the proposed activity involves a specific time slot,
e.g., say City Council meets at 7-10 PM on Wednesdays, this must be indicated in the proposal.  The travel
schedule may dictate otherwise, but Ron will make every effort to be available mornings, afternoons and
evenings during the week of June 7-11, 2005.  If you are willing and able to meet with Ron in the evening
for other than formal public meeting sessions, please so indicate in the proposal.
Proposals can be submitted by email, mail or fax.  They must be no more than two pages in length.  The
proposal should include a clear statement of what you would like Ron to do and why it is important to the
community, e.g., safety, economic development, travel/tourism, etc.  Proposals must be received by close
of business on February 15, 2005.  You will be notified of selection by April 1, 2005 so that you can begin
planning for the visit.
Selection of activities to pursue will be made on the basis of the degree of need and geographic distribution
but will also recognize the need to arrange a logical and efficient circuit around the state, keeping in mind the
desire to visit and assist as many communities as possible.  Joint activities, such as several communities
partnering to host a training workshop, will earn extra points in the proposal review process.

RON’S TECHNICAL ASSISTANC ROAD TRIP- JUNE 7 - 11, 2005

Receive on-site help with roadway traffic and pedestrian problems

Road Trip

Ron W. Eck, P.E.
WV Transportation Technology Transfer Center

Dept. of Civil and Environmental Engineering
West Virginia University

PO Box 6103
Morgantown, WV 26506-6103
Phone: 304-293-3031, ext 2627

Fax: 304-293-7109
Email: Ronald.Eck@mail.wvu.edu

CONTACT INFORMATION:

June 7 -11, 2005

Proposal Deadline
February 15,2005



Country Roads & City Streets, Vol. 19, No. 4, Winter 2004 11

Description:
This one day course will cover inspection of bridges from a maintenance viewpoint. A brief summary of the topics
to be covered are as follows:

� Introduction to structures and terminology

� Various types of bridge designs

� Illustrations of different types of bridge beams

� Bridge bearings and their functions and maintenance

� Drainage of bridge decks

� Scuppers and downspouts

� Maintenance of concrete decks

� Maintenance of steel decks

Audience:
This course is intended for on-site field personnel who will be responsible for inspecting bridges to determine
maintenance needs. This will be a layman’s presentation in straightforward terms.

Instructor:
John Hopkins, Penn State University. John has over 30 years of experience in securing, funding, and directing
operations providing on-site assistance to local transportation agencies. He has provided technical assistance and
training both nationally and internationally, and has been requested by the FHWA to serve as a consultant on
developing training programs for local agencies since 1990.

Registration Information
Lunch will be provided. This course is being offered free of charge. However, registration is required. Please send
the following information to Kim by January 5. Information can be faxed to 304-293-7109 or emailed to
kcarr@wvu.edu. If you have additional questions, please call Kim at 304-293-3031 x2612.

Name:
Title:
Agency:
Address:
City:
State:                             Zip:
Phone:                          FAX:
E-Mail:

One-Day Workshop * 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM
Registration will begin at 8:00 AM

Tuesday, January 11, 2005
Weirton, WV

Millsop Community Center - Rose Room, 2nd Floor
3420 Main Street (Rt. 2)

Directions
Millsop Community Center is
located on Rt. 2, Main Street.
Free parking is available behind
the Community Center,  in the
parking lot between the Commu-
nity Center and the City Building.
The workshop will be held in the
Rose Room, 2nd Floor.
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Best Wishes
for a Happy

Holiday and a
Prosperous Year.

From the staff of the WV T2 Center
Ron, Mike,Kim, and Keith

Please share this newsletter
with others.

r Road Supervisors

r Council Members

r Public Works Dept.

r Road Crew

r Managers

r City Engineers

r Mayors

r Others


