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Over four hundred participants attended
the Roadway Management Conference
(RMC) in Grantville, Pa. March 28 - 30,
2000. This was an all-time high number
of attendees and vendors, and at least sixty
participants were turned away due to lack
of space.

The Roadway Management Conference
is targeted to municipal practitioners and
managers of roadway construction and
maintenance. This year’s program in-
cluded several outdoor demonstrations
and many interesting sessions. A hands-
on computer room was also added to this

year’s conference to provide participants
the opportunity to learn more about vari-
ous software programs such as RSMS
and SIMS.

Topics were varied and ranged from
Handling Conflicts in Public Meetings,
Utility Cuts, Working with Elected Of-
ficials, Flagger Training, Work Zone
Traffic Control, Extending Pavement
Life: Slurry Seals and Micro-surfacing,
to information regarding the Latest
Regulations for Storm Water Manage-
ment. These are just a few of the topics
that were presented at this year’s con-
ference.

Participants were bused to the Penn Na-
tional Race-Track for demonstrations on
Flowable Fill, Full Depth Reclamations
with Liquid Calcium Chloride, and Night
time Reflective Sheeting. All of the dem-
onstrations were excellent and allowed
everyone the opportunity to see these
products and procedures first-hand.

The WV T2 Center encourages you to
mark your calendar for next year’s con-
ference, which will be hosted by the
Maryland T2 Center. The conference is
scheduled to be held in Ocean City,
Maryland, March 12-14, 2001. We’ll
update you on conference topics once
the program is finalized. This is a won-
derful conference that will help bring
new technologies, innovations, and
knowledge to your municipality.

(Continued on next page)

Photo of the final grading step during
the Reclamation Demonstration.

Scene from one of the many sessions
presented at this year’s conference.

SCENES AND HIGHLIGHTS  FROM THE EIGHTH  ANNUAL ROADWAY  MANAGEMENT  CONFERENCE
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The sessions were interesting, with
everyone awake and alert.

Watch out, Superman! Here
comes Elmer Biggs!

Motivational speaker Dave Leedy
really pumped up the energy level
at the conference. Here he is
shown with Elmer Biggs of the
Maryland T2 Center, who was a
good sport and an integral part
of Dave’s presentation. Elmer is
also a WVU Civil Engineering
Graduate.

Is Ron Eck thinking of becoming a horse
jockey?  The answer is “no.” But he did
present a trophy to one of the winners of
the Wednesday, March 29th race.

Participants had ample opportunity to
speak one on one with over forty
different vendors.

While it appears that Chris Allen from
Federal Highway is hogging the TV
remote, he is actually explaining to two
conference participants how to use the
CDI player and software.

M ORE SCENES FROM THE 2000 ROADWAY  MANAGEMENT  CONFERENCE

A New Addition to This Year’s

Conference

The Computer Room

Interesting Speakers,

Sessions, Vendors,

Demonstrations, and

fun activities all

helped make this year’s

conference a success.

Mark Your Calendars

For Next Year’s

Conference.

May 12-14, 2001

in Ocean City, Md.

See You Next Year!
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Throughout the United States, citizens are
asking their local officials to stop the
decline in residential environmental qual-
ity caused by excessive traffic volumes
and speeding on local streets. People are
demanding actions that divert or slow the
flow of cars.

Many different techniques of residential
traffic management are available. It is
important that local governments and citi-
zens understand what these techniques can
and cannot do. For example, a 25 mph
speed limit sign placed on a long, wide,
downhill, straight street with few parked
cars is probably not going to induce many
drivers to drive at or below 25 mph. An
average speed of 35 mph would not be
uncommon on such a street. Clearly, the
effect of the roadway design in this situa-
tion is undesired speeding.

A “Speed Alert” or “Speed Watch” pro-
gram is often the first step for dealing with
confirmed speeding problems on local
streets. A major benefit of such Speed
Watch programs is that they directly in-
volve local residents in data gathering on
who the speeders really are. More often
than not, the speeding drivers turn out to
be their neighbors, not just “outsiders”
cutting through the neighborhood. Docu-
menting who is causing the problem can
help achieve the desired result through
peer pressure in some cases.

Stop signs are the most-often requested
traffic control device in residential areas.
Although the basic purpose of a stop sign
is to assign right-of-way at an intersection,
residents often believe that the installation
of stop signs, or a series of stop signs, at
previously uncontrolled intersections will
reduce speeds and volumes of cut-through
traffic. Unfortunately, experience has
shown that this is not usually true.

Police enforcement is an effective short-
term tool but few police departments have

the resources to respond to every
neighborhood’s complaint about speed-
ing traffic. In addition, research has
shown that speeds quickly creep back
up once the police leave.

If the actions just mentioned fail to re-
duce speeds on the problem streets, more
restrictive measures may be applied.
Traffic calming has rapidly become the
common term for addressing a wide
range of citizen concerns. Traffic calm-
ing for residential areas seeks harmony
between automobiles and people. Calm-
ing traffic means lower vehicle speeds
and traffic volumes, usually through
physical changes to the streets them-
selves and through laws on parking and
speeds. With lower speeds and less
through traffic, the street environment
becomes more hospitable to residents,
pedestrians, bicyclists and children.

SELECTED TRAFFIC CALMING  TOOLS

Speed Humps
A speed hump is distinguished from a
speed bump as shown in the drawing on
page 4. Speed humps normally have a
maximum height of 3 to 4 inches with a
travel length of about 12 to 14 feet. Speed
bumps, commonly found in parking lots
and on some private roadways, are gen-
erally 3 to 6 inches in height with a length
of 1 to 3 feet. Speed bumps should
never be used on public roadways.

From an operational standpoint, humps
and bumps have critically different im-
pacts on vehicles. Within typical residen-
tial speed ranges, humps create a gentle
vehicle rocking motion that causes some
driver discomfort and results in most ve-
hicles slowing to near 15 miles per hour
at the hump and 20 to 25 miles per hour
between properly spaced humps in a
system. At high speeds, a hump acts as a
bump and jolts the vehicle suspension
and its occupants or cargo.

RESIDENTIAL  TRAFFIC  MANAGEMENT
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Speed humps are the most common traf-
fic calming device and the only one for
which national guidelines have been pro-
duced. The Institute of Transportation
Engineers has recommended a parabolic
speed hump design. Seminole County,
Florida, developed its own speed hump
profile and has had good success with
its application. The profile consists of a
segment of a circle with an approximate
72-foot radius, followed by a 3-inch-
high, 10-foot-long plateau, followed by
a similar radius on the downstream end.

Advance warning signs should be in-
stalled upstream (100 feet desirable) of
speed humps. The hump itself should

have adequate pavement
markings with reflectors
or reflective paints so
that drivers can clearly
see the hump on a dark
rainy night.

Experience has shown
that several humps in a

row along a street are much more effec-
tive than a single hump by itself. Typi-
cal spacing should be 400 to 550 feet

apart and they should be located
at least 200 feet away from inter-
sections or sharp horizontal or
vertical curves which restrict sight
lines.

The location of the hump within
the street is important. There must
be sufficient room on either side
of the hump for bicycles to pass
without conflicting with parked

cars. Adequate drainage provisions must
be included in the hump design so that
it does not block a gutter or other drain-
age way within the street.

The raised crosswalk is a flat-topped
speed hump built as a pedestrian cross-
ing. It is applicable to local streets where
speed control and pedestrian crossing
designation are desired. In addition to
slowing traffic, the device increases pe-
destrian visibility in the crosswalk. It is
appropriate near schools and recreation

facilities. However, it should not be used
on critical emergency response routes.

Another variation on the speed hump is
the raised intersection. This is a raised sec-
tion of roadway at an intersection where
the pavement is elevated to be flush with
the top of the curbing and the approaches
are ramped like speed humps. Raised in-
tersections provide effective speed miti-
gation on streets where speed reduction is
desired and where it is desired to discour-
age cut-through traffic. Raised intersec-
tions provide improved pedestrian safety
at the intersection and offer an opportu-
nity for effective pavement treatments.
Raised intersections do require storm
drainage and may require bollards to de-
fine the corners of the intersection. They
should not be used on critical emergency
response routes.

Traffic Circles
Traffic circles are round, raised,
channelizing areas placed in the center of
an intersection, around which traffic cir-
culates. Motorists yield to traffic already
in the intersection. Traffic circles require
that drivers slow to a speed that allows
them to comfortably maneuver around
them. The diameter of a traffic circle de-
pends on the width of the intersecting
streets. Not only do they require traffic to
slow down to get around them, but they
also break the line of sight down a street
so the driver cannot see any farther than
the next traffic circle.

The circles are typically planted with
shrubbery or flowers. It is important to
mark traffic circles well for nighttime vis-
ibility with illumination and/or retroreflec-
tive devices on the street surface or ret-
roreflective devices on the sides of islands
or on signs.

Closures
Diagonal diverters are barriers placed
diagonally across a four-approach intersec-
tion, blocking through movement. Diago-
nal diverters are applicable to local streets
where cut-through traffic is a problem.

Speed hump versus speed bump

Traffic circle
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They reduce cut-through traffic but are
not as restrictive as street closure. They
have little to no effect on speeds of local
traffic. The diverters are designed to pro-
vide pedestrian and bicycle access through
the barriers. They can be designed to be
traversable to allow access for emergency
response vehicles.

Partial diverters or half closures are bar-
riers that block travel in one direction for
a short distance on otherwise two-way
streets. When two half closures are placed
across from one another at an intersec-
tion, the result is a semi-diverter. The con-
cept is effective only when used at an
intersection. Traffic attempting to use the
protected street is rerouted onto other
roadways. Therefore, traffic volumes on
alternate routes will increase. Traffic
speed in the unaffected direction most
likely will not change.

The barriers should be made as large as
possible for visibility and landscaping.
Use of partial diverters should be limited
to streets designated as local streets. Do
not install on local streets that serve as
access to schools, churches and parks.
Enforcement may be necessary to keep
traffic from entering the prohibited street.

Full street closures are barriers placed
across a street to completely close the
street to through traffic, usually leaving
only sidewalks open.

DEVELOPING  AN EFFECTIVE

PROGRAM

The best way to develop an effective ap-
proach to applying traffic calming tech-
niques is to develop a comprehensive pro-
gram that defines your agency’s policies
and guidelines. This should include the
identification of tools to be used and the
conditions for their use. Each traffic calm-
ing device has its own advantages and
disadvantages. For example, speed humps
are well-suited for speed control but nega-
tively impact traffic noise. If residents are
concerned with both speed and noise,
speed humps may not be the best choice.
It is important to understand all of the is-

sues associated with each tool to identify
the most appropriate one for the circum-
stances.

The key steps in developing a successful
traffic calming plan are outlined
below.

Define the Goals and
Objectives
What do you want to achieve us-
ing these techniques?

Define the Policies
Policies should address issues
such as funding, impact on emer-
gency response, eligibility, implementa-
tion procedures, and the way projects are
to be ranked.

Develop a Public
Involvement Process
Develop a process that is clearly under-
stood by everyone. The process should
allow the effective involvement of the
public in the development of plans
for individual neighborhoods that meet
the needs of the residents and the com-
munity.

Identify Measures of Effectiveness
Identify measures that can be used to
evaluate the program and the effects of
the devices used. Develop guidelines for
before and after studies that will provide
meaningful data for each project.

Develop a Toolbox
The toolbox should meet the specific
needs and concerns of the community. All
tools should be acceptable for use in the
community. A few of the more widely
used tools have been described here. A
list of resources to help with traffic calm-
ing is presented at the end of this article.
Of particular note is the Institute of Trans-
portation Engineers (ITE) website. Go to
www.ite.org and click on Traffic Calm-
ing on the home page, then click on other
links.

Partial Diverter

Mid-Block Street Closure Creating
Cul-de-sac

Diagonal Diverter
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Country Roads and City

Streets is a quarterly

publication of the West

Virginia Transportation

Technology Transfer Center

(T2 Center). The purpose of

this newsletter is to provide

information which is

beneficial to highway

construction and

maintenance personnel.

The material and opinions

contained in this newsletter

are those of the West

Virginia Tranportation

Technology Transfer Center,

and do not necessarily

reflect the views of the

Federal Highway Adminis-

tration or the WV Depart-

ment of Transportation.

Material contained in

Country Roads and City

Streets is a combination of

original and borrowed

material. Every effort has

been made to ensure the

integrity and accuracy of this

material. However, the WV

T2 Center does not assume

responsibility for any

incorrect material.

POSITIVE  PRINCIPLES OF

TRAFFIC CALMING

• Have an organized program includ-
ing public involvement with plans
and policies approved and sup-
ported by the local government.

• Involve emergency service person-
nel from the beginning, especially if
you are considering speed humps
and traffic circles.

• Set up traffic circles and other
shapes with cones and have fire-
trucks and emergency vehicles
drive around them.

• Review the entire neighborhood
traffic patterns, sight distances, on-
street parking, potential conflicts
with emergency vehicles, landscap-
ing, utility conflicts, stormwater
drainage and other features.  Use
the American Association of State
Highway and Transportation
Officials (AASHTO) requirements
as policy.

• Make sure all signing and
channelization meet AASHTO and
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices requirements.

SELECTED  TRAFFIC  CALMING
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The Town of North Hills, on the outskirts
of Parkersburg, recently installed speed
humps to address speeding concerns and
to combat cut-through traffic using resi-
dential streets to avoid congested state
routes.  The town had previously used
speed bumps, which are illegal, to address
these traffic issues.

Mayor Mike Butcher spearheaded the
project, which included hiring a contrac-
tor to remove the speed bumps and install
eight 14-foot Watts speed humps.  The cost
to install the humps was approximately
$1,500 per hump.

If you know of additional traffic calming
efforts in West Virginia, please contact the
T2 Center at 293-3031, ext. 2629.

Terry Justus

Robert Stalnaker

Adron Wolfe

Jesse Woods

David Alderman

William Sloan

Jerry Wright

Jim Given

Bobby Cornwell

Keith Shaver

John Ward

Robert Crites

Robert Markum

Gene Kowalewycz

CALMING  TRAFFIC  IN A WEST VIRGINIA  TOWN

RECENT ROADS SCHOLAR  GRADUATES

Congratulations on Your Accomplishment!

New speed humps in North Hills

Illegal speed bumps previously
used in North Hills

RICHWOOD  GRADUATES

WVDOH

Billy Toler - Wyoming Co.

Robert Parrill - Morgan Co.
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The spotlight section is our way

of highlighting our Advisory Board

Members. It is our intent for you

to become better acquainted with

our advisory board and to develop

a broader understanding of their

varying roles. Each issue will con-

tain an interview with a different

member. Our advisory board is an

important part of the T2 Center and

all that it accomplishes. We are

grateful to all of our members and

appreciate their innovative ideas,

support, and knowledge.

This spotlight edition
focuses on Robert
“Bob” Gordon. Bob is
the Transportation
Program Director for
the Eastern Panhandle
Regional Planning
and Development
Council. He is the
newest member of our
advisory board, for-
mally joining the
board in March. We

are excited that Bob has chosen to be a
member of our Advisory Board, and
want to extend our warmest welcome.

Kim:  Prior to joining the T2 Center Ad-
visory Board, how did you become fa-
miliar with the T2 Center?

Bob:  I have received the newsletter and
various course announcements over the
years that I have worked with the local
governments. I have been aware of the
training that is being provided, particu-
larly the “Roads Scholar” courses. How-
ever, it wasn’t until I became more in-
volved that I really understood the Roads
Scholar Program.

Kim: How did you first become involved
with the T2 Center?

Bob:  I really first became involved about
two years ago. We (the State Metropoli-
tan Planning Organizations and the
WVDOH) were trying to plan a bicycle/
pedestrian conference and we were
reaching out to groups that would be able
to help us sponsor/promote and facili-
tate the meeting. Someone suggested that
I contact Mike Blankenship at the T2

Center. Mike and the Center were help-
ful in making the conference a success.
During the discussions associated with
the conference, I became more interested
in the activities of the T2 Center. Shortly
after the conference, I traveled to
Morgantown to visit the T2 Center and

the University’s GIS center with Mike.
While there I expressed an interest in
becoming more involved with the T2

Center.

Kim:  As the Region 9 Transportation Pro-
gram Director, what are your main respon-
sibilities?

Bob: I am responsible for working with
the Metropolitan Planning Organization
issues in the Eastern Panhandle. I work
with the local governments to collect data,
develop plans, and implement the Federal
Planning requirements associated with the
Federal Transportation Program as out-
lined in the Transportation Equity Act for
the 21st Century (TEA-21). Interaction
with local government officials, special
interest groups, state/federal government
officials and members of the general pub-
lic are a key part of these responsibilities.

Kim:  What are some skills, experience,
and knowledge that you can bring to the
Advisory Board and to the T2 Center?

Bob:  I have been employed as a Civil En-
gineer since August of 1988. During this
time, I have covered a broad scope of en-
gineering activities such as Bridge/Road-
way designs, Project Management and the
activities associated with Planning and
Design. Data collection and evaluation,
public involvement and communication
and working with the local governments
are all part of the planning process. I hope
that I can contribute to the activities of the
Center by drawing from these experiences.

Kim:   As the newest member to the board,
we feel that you will provide us with some
fresh ideas and unique views. With that
said, at this point, are there any recom-
mendations you feel would benefit the T2

Center and the people we serve?

Bob:  I am really just learning the impact
that the T2 Center has across the state and
the various groups that benefit from the
Center’s activities. One thing I would men-

ADVISORY BOARD SPOTLIGHT

By: Kim Carr

Bob Gordon
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Bob Gordon

Region 9 Planning and
Development Council
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Ed Grace
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Marvin Murphy
WVDOT
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Pat Parsons
WV Flexible Pavements

Council
Charleston, WV

Buddy Shreve
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Mike Skeens
Interstate Traffic Control

Huntington, WV

Donald Williams
WVDOT

Clarksburg,WV

Rodney Welder
WVDOT

Charleston, WV

Gary Winter
WV Governor’s Highway

Safety Program
Charleston, WV

tion, since this has been tagged the infor-
mation age, I feel that the dissemination of
the new technologies and practices are criti-
cal to maintaining pace in our state. Imple-
mentation of new technologies associated
with the use of computers and practically
every other new technology in the field and
office will require training and practical in-
struction to those that will become the end
users. I feel that the ability of the Center to
address these particular needs in the most
effective manner (such as conferences,
workshops, courses, internet resources,
etc.) will help to facilitate the transition to
the most modern practices and technolo-
gies. A great cost associated with upgrad-
ing equipment and practices is the cost of
training. I feel that the Center has and can
continue to help with this issue.

Kim: What do you anticipate from this
experience?

Bob:  I hope to be able to contribute to the
T2 Center by sharing the experiences/in-
formation that I have been fortunate to ac-
quire and by being involved in activities
of the Center. Also, I hope to learn and keep
in touch with the engineering practices and
principles applied in the field as well as to
be able to interact with the people around
the State. I feel that communication and
interaction are the two most beneficial and
rewarding things with which we can be
involved.

Kim:  What are some of the challenges
facing the eastern panhandle and more
specifically the area of Martinsburg?
How do you perceive the T2 Center as
being able to assist with these chal-
lenges?

Bob:  The issues associated with growth
and development are the greatest chal-
lenges to the eastern panhandle. Particu-
larly of concern to me, are the  issues
associated with the growth in traffic and
the related safety concerns  and conges-
tion that accompany this growth. I feel
that the transfer of information from the
T2 Center to those that are actually
working in the field on a daily basis is
vitally important. Dissemination of the
most up-to-date practices will help to
ensure that safety and efficiency are
maximized. I feel that the special
courses and instruction that are currently
provided and that will be developed in
the future by the T2 Center will reap
benefits in the Martinsburg area.

Kim:  When you are not busy with your
daily Region 9 Planning Council tasks,
what activities do you do in your spare
time?

Bob:  I am married and have two chil-
dren, ages 9 and 7. My family occupies
most of my “spare time.” I have lots of
fun doing things with my wife and kids.
Personally, I enjoy running and photog-
raphy as well as hunting/fishing.

HELP US SPREAD THE WORD!

The WV T2 Center would like you to help us spread the word about our services.
Please tell your friends, neighbors, colleagues, elected officials, and residents of your
community about the benefits of our program. Recently, we completed a new bro-
chure, outlining our program and the majority of our available services. If you would
like to receive a copy or several copies to share, please contact us. The T2 Center
exists to help serve the local level transportation needs of the state. Our staff would be
happy to personally visit your community to help evaluate and assess transportation
issues, to provide training, and to help you locate specific resources.
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Moving Safely Across America
This interactive cd-rom was developed to improve the level of highway safety knowl-
edge for the average driver.  Activity areas include Road Trip, Road Challenge,
and Safety Stops.

This CD-Rom could be incorporated into state safety awareness initiatives, driver
education programs, or used in conjunction with other safety informational
campaigns.

Safety and Operations
FHWA-RD-99-199

This cd contains a compilation of information products, publications, and research
reports.

An Evaluation of 3D/4D Visualization
FHWA-RD-98-173

“This CD-Rom represents a joint effort on the part of the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration and the Florida Department of Transportation to document the process that is
currently involved in the use of 3D/4D visualization technologies. It does so by
tracing the use of advanced visualization capabilities in an actual project...in this
case, the roughly 18-month Project Development and Environmental study phase of
the North and South Roosevelt Boulevard project in Key West, Florida.” (DOT and
State of Florida)

Pavement Preservation: The Preventive Maintenance  Concept
1999 Produced by the National Highway Institute

Course provided an introduction to the concept of pavement preventive maintenance,
including a description of currently available tools and technology that make the
implementation of a pavement preventive maintenance program feasible. Targeted to
upper management and policy makers in highway agencies. Focuses on the informa-
tion needed to develop or improve a preventive maintenance program and illustrates
the steps that five states have used in developing their own programs. Includes
instructor’s guide, participant workbook, reference manual, and executive overview.

As a reminder, the WV T2 Center manages a resource library consisting of

videos, publications, and cd-roms. We operate under the same principles as

most public libraries. We loan our materials to you for FREE for a two-week

period. When you are finished, you return the materials to us.

We invite you to take advantage of these easy to use and invaluable resources!

CD-ROMS FOR LOAN

The WV Traffic Safety Confer-
ence will be held at the Ramada
Plaza Hotel in South Charleston
on October 30th and 31st of this
year. This conference is the
result of many agencies, includ-
ing Public Safety, Department of
Transportation, the Federal
Highway Administration, along
with the West Virginia Trucking
Association, AAA, the West
Virginia Transportation Tech-
nology Transfer Center, and
other organizations, working to-
ward promoting safer roadways
in our state.

This conference is geared
toward any individual with an
interest in traffic safety issues,
such as elected officials, en-
forcement agencies, emergency
medical teams, fire departments,
consulting engineers, county
and municipal officials, driver’s
education teachers, commercial
vehicle drivers, etc.

A wide range of traffic safety
topics will be covered. Here are
just a few:

• Speed Management

• Older Drivers

• Teen Drivers

• Aggressive Driving

• Handling Commercial
Vehicle Accidents

• School Zone Traffic Control

• Bike/Pedestrian Safety

Conference brochures will be
mailed out late August. If you
would like more information on
this conference, please contact
Kim at the T2 Center.

WV T RAFFIC  SAFETY

CONFERENCE
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Want to be added to our mailing list, or update your information? Or , do you have a
friend who would benefit from this information? Just fill out this form, place in an
envelope, and mail it to us.

Mailing Update

Name: _____________________________________________________

Job Title: _____________________________________________________

Company:_____________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City: _______________________  State:_____  Zip Code:_________

Phone: _______________________Fax: _________________________

E-mail: _____________________________________________________

Feel free to also send this information via e-mail to kcarr@wvu.edu.

The West Virginia T2 Center is a

part of the nationwide Local

Technical Assistance Program

(LTAP), which is funded by the

Federal Highway Administra-

tion. The Center also receives

funding from the West Virginia

Department of  Transportation.

Mission:
The mission of the West Virginia

T2 Center is to foster a safe and

efficient transportation system.

The T2 Center’s mandate is to

improve the transportation sys-

tem by improving the profes-

sional skills of those involved in

highway design, construction

and maintenance, and to act as a

resource for them by keeping up-

to-date training libraries and con-

stantly seeking/developing new

technologies.

Overall Goal:
The Center’s overall goal is to

improve the transportation sys-

tem by focusing on professional

training, technical assistance, and

information dissemination.

To achieve this goal, the WV

T2 Center does the following:

• Provides on-site training and

demonstrations

• Publishes a quarterly

newsletter

• Maintains a video and

publications library

• Provides technical assistance

via e-mail, telephone, fax,
mail, or through site visits.

UPCOMING  EVENTS

Please add these events to your calendar!

2000 Annual LTAP Conference
July 30 - August 2, 2000
Boise, ID

The Eastern Winter Road Maintenance
Symposium and Equipment Expo
September 6 - 7, 2000
Roanoke, VA

Snow and Ice Control Workshop
September 20, 2000
Jacksons Mill, WV

If you have questions regarding any of these upcoming events, or if you
would like to have an event added to the schedule, please contact Kim, at
the WV T2 Center.

WV Traffic Safety Conference
October 30-31, 2000
South Charleston, WV

2001 Roadway Management
Conference
March 12-14, 2001
Ocean City, MD
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Please share this newsletter

with others.

❒ Road Supervisors

❒ Council Members

❒ Public Works Dept.

❒ Road Crew

❒ Managers

❒ City Engineers

❒ Mayors

❒ Others

Complaints about speed and vol-
ume of traffic in residential
neighborhoods are a current con-
cern facing local governments
throughout the country.  As  com-
monly accepted methods such as
four-way stops prove to be inef-
fective, communities are turning

to the use of physical techniques to reduce
traffic speed and volume, i.e., traffic calm-
ing.  Because each technique has its own
advantages and disadvantages, traffic
calming has created some controversy
among traffic engineers.  However, expe-
rience indicates that where properly
selected and designed, traffic calming tech-
niques achieve the desired results.

A key to successful traffic calming is to
remember the four E’s.  In addition to in-
volving engineering, enforcement, and edu-
cation, traffic calming should enhance
neighborhoods.  One way to help this hap-
pen is to approach traffic calming in a sys-
tematic manner by collecting traffic data
and having factual knowledge on the de-
vices themselves.

This newsletter attempts to provide some
of that information. The Center has a num-
ber of resources on traffic calming, includ-
ing a half-day workshop on the subject,
which we would be glad to share with those
communities interested in exploring
whether traffic calming is appropriate
for them.

I N BRIEF WITH  RON ECK


